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   We live in a world which is constantly threatened by Environmental Pollution which has a direct 
impact on our health and well being. Bangalore was considered as a City of Green and often called as 
Garden City but no more. In last 10 years, the degradation and decay in the standards of living in 
Bangalore is significant and that is mainly due to Environmental Pollution. 
The Environmental Pollution is a combination of various factors and some of them are listed below: 
a. Air Pollution 
b. Drinking Water Pollution & Inaccessibility 
c. Ineffective & Unscientific Garbage Disposal 
d. Dirty and Untidy Surrounding’s 
e. Noise & Light Pollution 
f. Drinking Water Pollution 
g. Unending Traffic Congestions & Commuting times 
h. Lack of Green Garden 
As you can see that out of the above factors, Air Pollution is the biggest contributor to health hazard 
and constitutes to more than 50%. Today, as per World Health Organization, the AQI level (Air 
pollution Quality index) for Bangalore is around 118 and this is described as “Very High –tending to 
be dangerous”. For an AQI of more than 100, there are repercussions – “May cause breathing 
discomfort to people with lung disease such as asthma, and discomfort to people with heart disease, 
children and older adults”.  The AQI is determined depending upon what kind of gases are there in the 
Air and in how much amount. The main constituents are:  
a. Particulate Matter – PM10 
b. NOx – Nitrogen Oxides 
c. O3 –Ozone 
d. SO2 – Sulphur Dioxide 
e. CO –Carbon Monoxide 
f. HC – HydroCarbons 
g. Pb – Lead 
h. NH3 & Others – Ammonia 
More than 70% of the Air Pollution is contributed by automobiles and they belong to all category viz 
2 wheelers, 3 wheelers, passenger cars, utility vehicles, trucks and buses. The automobiles today 
mainly runs on Gasoline (Petrol) and Diesel and each type of Vehicle emits gases like CO, NOx, SO2, 
HCs, CO2, PB and others. In India, this problem is attaining dangerous proportions and we all saw its 
effect recently in Delhi (Jan-2018) where a Cricket test match had to be stopped and players started 
vomiting due to heavy smog and pollution. The main reasons of pollution approaching catastrophic 
proportions in India re due to the following reasons: 
a. Very high population density of Vehicles 
b. Huge Traffic Jams 
c. Inferior Technology of Vehicles 
d. Overloading of Vehicles 
e. Adulterated Fuel 
f. BS IV Emission standards –not at par with global standards 
g. Large population of old vehicles still present 
h. Lack of Green Electric Vehicles –delayed incubation 


